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FOREIGN OFFICE FILES FOR THE SOVIET UNION 
(Public Record Office Classes FO 371 and FCO 28) 

Part 1: Complete Files for 1960 
(PRO Class FO 371/151908-152050)  

Publisher's Note  

To supplement our microfilm projects providing British Foreign Office files for the 1960's covering the 
administrations of Presidents Kennedy and Johnson and our projects on Cuba, Vietnam and the Cold War, 
we now offer a new project focusing on the Soviet Union under Khrushchev. We start by covering the 
complete files for 1960-1964 and plan to add further parts in due course for both the 1950's and 1960's. 

In his Annual Report on the Soviet Union for 1959 (see FO 371/151908) Sir Patrick Reilly, British 
Ambassador in Moscow, notes: "The XXI Party Congress was a triumph for Mr Khrushchev. The 
outstanding feature of the year was the growth of his authority with the Soviet people. The new cult of 
personality is disturbing, but does not seem to have gone to his head.Direct relations with the United 
States became the second main thread in Soviet foreign policy. Mr Khrushchev's visit to the USA greatly 
improved Soviet-American relations. But by the end of the year the effect was wearing off." 

The files for 1960 highlight the deterioration in East-West relations. 
 
Key events and issues covered include: 

• Khrushchev's visits to India, Burma and Indonesia 
• the shooting down of an American U-2 spy plane over Russian territory 
• the disintegration of the Paris Summit meeting (FO 371/151923 brings together assessments on 

the future direction of Soviet foreign policy after the Summit) 
• Khrushchev's threats against US military bases in Europe and Turkey 
• Soviet withdrawal from the disarmament conference at Geneva 
• Bitter recriminations between China and the Soviet Union over international policy issues and the 

Sino-Indian border dispute 
• Khrushchev's visit to Roumania and his belligerent pronouncements at the Bucharest Congress 
• NATO policy and the Warsaw Pact 
• statements at the UN General Assembly 

There is much expert analysis by the staff of the British Embassy in Moscow and their counterparts in 
London. Given the rhetoric, ideology, bluster and bluff of the Soviet regime, each new event called for 
assessments to distinguish between reality or posturing. The documents contain numerous position 
papers on likely repercussions for future policy. Many files reflect Soviet attempts to exploit any hint of 
differences in American, British, French and German policy statements. Close attention is paid to all 
speeches by Khrushchev and Gromyko. 

Many files concentrate on events leading to the complete breakdown of Sino-Soviet relations by the end 
of 1960. Differences in ideology, foreign policy and status all contributed to their increasingly differing 
stance on the direction which Communism should be taking throughout the world. China openly criticised 
Khrushchev's policy of peaceful co-existence at an international Communist conference in Moscow. 
Khrushchev was pursuing a policy of dtente, believing that the USSR and the capitalist West could live 
together without hostility. China disagreed strongly with this approach. Mao Zedong saw himself as the 
true successor to Marx and Lenin and not as the mere junior partner in world communism. 

Differences over nuclear policy and the Sino-Indian border led to the Soviet withdrawal of technical 
advisors to China. This meant the end of many industrial projects and the start of an ongoing war of 
words and further border skirmishes. Britain watched all of these events with great interest and there are 
files on: 

• Sino-Soviet divergences 
• Khrushchev and the break up the Summit Conference: extent of Chinese pressure 
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• Sino-Soviet relations: assessment in the light of the Bucharest gathering of Communist Party 
leaders 

All of these events are covered in detail as London was kept up to date with all matters concerning both 
Soviet foreign policy and domestic issues. Files on social, economic, political and cultural policy in the 
Soviet Union include notes on resistance to Khrushchev's policies in the USSR, material on the police and 
KGB, a discussion of the problems of agriculture, heavy industry and the Seven Year Plan, reforms in 
education and continuing efforts at "de-Stalinisation". 

In FO 371/151915 Sir Patrick Reilly comments on the significance of the abolition of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs of the USSR and the transfer of its functions to the counterpart Ministries in the Union 
Republics: 
 
"This is a gesture in the right direction though it does not cut very deep.I am inclined to believe that, on 
balance, this is a change for the good. It is at least a further step towards cutting down the authority and 
overt status of the Soviet police apparatus. It is as yet too early to hope that the KGB may be similarly 
deflated: whatever the truth of current claims that the KGB's role in Society is less punitive and more 
educational, such deflation would of course be a convincing criterion of any advance towards civic 
liberty." 

  



FOREIGN OFFICE FILES FOR THE SOVIET UNION 
(Public Record Office Classes FO 371 and FCO 28) 

Part 1: Complete Files for 1960 
(PRO Class FO 371/151908-152050)  

Contents of Reels  

REEL 1 

FO 371/151908:  
Annual review for 1959 (1960) 

FO 371/151909:  
Chronology of events compiled from Soviet press articles (1960) (Folder 1) 

FO 371/151910:  
Chronology of events compiled from Soviet press articles (1960) (Folder 2) 

FO 371/151911: 
Internal political situation (1960) (Folder 1) 
 
FO 371/151912:  
Internal political situation (1960) (Folder 2) 
 
FO 371/151913: 
Internal political situation (1960) (Folder 3) 
 
FO 371/151914:  
Internal political situation (1960) (Folder 4) 
 
FO 371/151915:  
Appointments to government (1960) 

REEL 2 

FO 371/151916:  
Visits and tours by UK Embassy staff (1960) (Folder 1) 
 
FO 371/151917:  
Visits and tours by UK Embassy staff (1960) (Folder 2) 
 
FO 371/151918: 
Restrictive legislation (1960) 
 
FO 371/151919: 
Foreign Policy (1960) (Folder 1) 
 
FO 371/151920:  
Foreign Policy (1960) (Folder 2) 
 
FO 371/151921:  
Foreign Policy (1960) (Folder 3) 
 
FO 371/151922: 
Foreign Policy (1960) (Folder 4) 

REEL 3 

FO 371/151923:  
Foreign Policy (1960) (Folder 5) 
 
FO 371/151924: 
Foreign Policy (1960) (Folder 6) 



 
FO 371/151925:  
Foreign Policy (1960) (Folder 7) 
 
FO 371/151926:  
Foreign Policy (1960) (Folder 8) 
 
FO 371/151927:  
Foreign Policy (1960) (Folder 9) 
 
FO 371/151928:  
Foreign Policy (1960) (Folder 10 
 
FO 371/151929:  
Foreign Policy (1960) (Folder 11) 
 
FO 371/151930:  
Foreign Policy (1960) (Folder 12) 
 
FO 371/151931: 
Foreign Policy (1960) (Folder 13) 

REEL 4 

FO 371/151932:  
Foreign Policy (1960) (Folder 14) 
 
FO 371/151933:  
Trends of Communist policy (1960) (Folder 1) 
 
FO 371/151934:  
Trends of Communist policy (1960) (Folder 2) 
 
FO 371/151935:  
Trends of Communist policy (1960) (Folder 3) 
 
FO 371/151936:  
Overseas visits by Mr Khrushchev (1960) 
 
FO 371/151937:  
Dispute with China (1960) (Folder 1) 
 
FO 371/151938:  
Dispute with China (1960) (Folder 2) 
 
FO 371/151939:  
Dispute with China (1960) (Folder 3) 
 
FO 371/151940: 
Political relations: China (1960) 
 
FO 371/151941:  
Political relations: US (1960) (Folder 1) 

REEL 5 

FO 371/151942:  
Political relations: US (1960) (Folder 2) 
 
FO 371/151943:  
Political relations: US (1960) (Folder 3) 
 
FO 371/151944:  
Political relations: India (1960) 
 
FO 371/151945: 
Political relations: UK (1960) (Folder 1) 



 
FO 371/151946:  
Political relations: UK (1960) (Folder 2) 
 
FO 371/151947:  
Political relations: UK (1960) (Folder 3) 
 
FO 371/151948:  
Political relations: UK (1960) (Folder 4) 
 
FO 371/151949:  
Political relations: UK (1960) (Folder 5) 

REEL 6 

FO 371/151950:  
Political relations: UK (1960) (Folder 6) 
 
FO 371/151951:  
Political relations: UK (1960) (Folder 7) 
 
FO 371/151952:  
Inter-Parliamentary Union (1960) 
 
FO 371/151953:  
UK policy on status of Baltic Territories and Ukraine (1960) 
 
FO 371/151954:  
Proposed visit by Sir David Eccles, Minister of Education (1960) 
 
FO 371/151955:  
Political relations: New Zealand (1960) (Folder 1) 
 
FO 371/151956:  
Political relations: New Zealand (1960) (Folder 2) 
 
FO 371/151957: 
Retained by Department under Section 3(4) 
 
FO 371/151958: 
Political relations: Australia (1960) 
 
FO 371/151959:  
Views on possibility of East/West Summit Conference (1960) 
 
FO 371/151960:  
Retained by Department under Section 3(4) 
 
FO 371/151961: 
Mr Khrushchev's doctrine on war (1960) 
 
FO 371/151962: 
Economy (1960) (Folder 1) 
 
FO 371/151963:  
Economy (1960) (Folder 2) 
 
FO 371/151964:  
Industry (1960) 
 
FO 371/151965:  
Currency (1960) 
 
FO 371/151966:  
Foreign trade (1960) 
 
FO 371/151967:  
Soviet aid to under-developed countries (1960) 



 
FO 371/151968:  
Commercial relations: US (1960) 

REEL 7 

FO 371/151969:  
Exchange of visits of delegations and trade missions with UK (1960) 
 
FO 371/151970:  
Commercial relations with UK (1960) (Folder 1) 
 
FO 371/151971:  
Commercial relations with UK (1960) (Folder 2) 
 
FO 371/151972:  
Commercial relations with UK (1960) (Folder 3) 
 
FO 371/151973:  
Commercial relations with UK (1960) (Folder 4) 
 
FO 371/151974:  
Commercial relations with UK (1960) (Folder 5) 
 
FO 371/151975: 
Commercial relations with UK (1960) (Folder 6) 
 
FO 371/151976:  
UK commercial visits (1960) (Folder 1) 
 
FO 371/151977: 
UK commercial visits (1960) (Folder 2) 
 
FO 371/151978:  
Commercial relations: Commonwealth countries (1960) 
 
FO 371/151979: 
Armed forces (1960) (Folder 1) 

REEL 8 

FO 371/151980:  
Armed forces (1960) (Folder 2) 
 
FO 371/151981:  
Armed forces (1960) (Folder 3) 
 
FO 371/151982:  
Armed forces (1960) (Folder 4) 
 
FO 371/151983:  
Army (1960) 

FO 371/151984:  
Allegation that members of UK armed forces are held in prison camp (1960) 

FO 371/151985:  
Activities of Soviet naval units outside territorial waters (1960) 
 
FO 371/151986: 
Visits of RN and Commonwealth ships (1960) 
 
FO 371/151987:  
Retained by Department under Section 3(4) 
 
FO 371/151988:  
Visits by US naval ships (1960) 



 
FO 371/151989:  
Retained by Department under Section 3(4) 
 
FO 371/151990:  
Retained by Department under Section 3(4) 
 
FO 371/151991:  
Territorial waters (1960) 
 
FO 371/151992:  
Agriculture (1960) 
 
FO 371/151993: 
Fishing industry (1960) 
 
FO 371/151994:  
Transport (1960) 
 
FO 371/151995: 
Shooting down of U2 aircraft (1960) (Folder 1) 
 
FO 371/151996:  
Shooting down of U2 aircraft (1960) (Folder 2) 
 
FO 371/151997:  
Shooting down of U2 aircraft (1960) (Folder 3) 

REEL 9 

FO 371/151998:  
Shooting down of U2 aircraft (1960) (Folder 4) 
 
FO 371/151999:  
Shooting down of U2 aircraft (1960) (Folder 5) 
 
FO 371/152000:  
Shooting down of U2 aircraft (1960) (Folder 6) 
 
FO 371/152001:  
Shooting down of U2 aircraft (1960) (Folder 7) 
 
FO 371/152002:  
Shooting down of U2 aircraft (1960) (Folder 8) 
 
FO 371/152003:  
Merchant shipping (1960) (Folder 1) 
 
FO 371/152004:  
Merchant shipping (1960) (Folder 2) 
 
FO 371/152005: 
Merchant shipping (1960) (Folder 3) 

REEL 10 

FO 371/152006:  
Postal services with UK (1960) 
 
FO 371/152007: 
Retained by Department under Section 3(4) 
 
FO 371/152008:  
Patents and copyrights (1960) 
 
FO 371/152009:  
Retained by Department under Section 3(4) 



 
FO 371/152010:  
Retained by Department under Section 3(4) 
 
FO 371/152011:  
Retained by Department under Section 3(4) 
 
FO 371/152012:  
Oil industry (1960) 
 
FO 371/152013:  
Retained by Department under Section 3(4) 
 
FO 371/152014:  
Retained by Department under Section 3(4) 
 
FO 371/152015:  
Operation of internal passport system (1960) 
 
FO 371/152016:  
Visas (1960) 
 
FO 371/152017: 
Hotel accommodation for tourists (1960) 
 
FO 371/152018:  
Law and justice (1960) 
 
FO 371/152019:  
Crime and prison camps (1960) 
 
FO 371/152020:  
Books and publications (1960) 
 
FO 371/152021:  
Editorial board of Vestnik Akademii Nauk (1960) 

FO 371/152022:  
Soviet journalists in foreign countries and foreign journalists in Soviet Union (1960) 

FO 371/152023:  
Propaganda (1960) 
 
FO 371/152024:  
Intelligence and internal security (1960) 
 
FO 371/152025:  
Social security (1960) 
 
FO 371/152026:  
Social conditions (1960) 
 
FO 371/152027: 
Education (1960) (Folder 1) 
 
FO 371/152028:  
Education (1960) (Folder 2) 
 
FO 371/152029: 
Education (1960) (Folder 3) 
 
FO 371/152030:  
Cultural relations with UK (1960) 

REEL 11 

FO 371/152031:  



Scientific development (1960) 
 
FO 371/152032:  
Religion (1960) 
 
FO 371/152033:  
Health services and medicine (1960) 
 
FO 371/152034:  
Population census (1960) 
 
FO 371/152035:  
Ceremonies connected with marriage (1960) 
 
FO 371/152036:  
Deaths of leading personalities (1960) 
 
FO 371/152037:  
Diamond industry (1960) 
 
FO 371/152038: 
UK diplomatic representation (1960) 
 
FO 371/152039:  
Diplomatic representation in Soviet Union (1960) (Folder 1) 
 
FO 371/152040:  
Diplomatic representation in Soviet Union (1960) (Folder 2) 
 
FO 371/152041:  
Retained by Department under Section 3(4) 
 
FO 371/152042:  
Retained by Department under Section 3(4) 
 
FO 371/152043: 
Activities of diplomats in foreign countries (1960) 
 
FO 371/152044:  
Sites for embassies in Soviet Union (1960) 
 
FO 371/152045:  
Retained by Department under Section 3(4) 
 
FO 371/152046:  
Appointment of Soviet military attachs (1960) 
 
FO 371/152047:  
Retained by Department under Section 3(4) 
 
FO 371/152048:  
Celebrations of 80th birthday of Stalin (1960) 
 
FO 371/152049:  
Celebrations of anniversaries (1960) 
 
FO 371/152050:  
Trade unions (1960) 
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